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Montana’s  Inland  Ocean 


JjTort  Peck  Reservoir  is  formed  by  a 
2J'  large  earth-filled  dam  located  on  the 
Missouri  River  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
Montana.  Completed  in  1937,  it  is  the 
largest  body  of  water  in  the  state,  with 
240,000  surface  acres  and  1,500  miles  of 
shoreline  at  full  pool.  This  vast  reservoir  is 
130  miles  in  length  and  has  a maximum 
depth  of  220  feet  when  full.  Administra- 
tion of  all  land  surrounding  the  reservoir 
is  shared  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  and  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers.  The  reservoir  is  operated  to 
Drovide  water  for  power,  flood  control, 
Irrigation,  navigation  and  recreation. 


THE  FISHERY 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir  provides  a unique 
habitat  for  a wide  variety  of  fish  species. 
Approximately  50  species  of  fish  occupy 
the  reservoir,  most  of  which  are  native  to 
the  Missouri  River  system.  Sixteen 
species,  mostly  game  fish,  have  been 
introduced  to  develop  sport  fishing 
opportunities. 

In  the  reservoir’s  early  years,  little  was 
recorded  regarding  the  quality  of  its 
fishery.  Scattered  reports  from  oldtimers 
indicate  sauger,  perch,  crappie,  drum, 
catfish  and  goldeye  comprised  the  bulk  of 
the  fishery.  Despite  such  an  unglamorous 
beginning,  the  reservoir’s  fishery  has 
become  a bright  spot  on  Montana’s 
eastern  plains. 

An  Eye  on  Walleye 

Management  efforts  at  present  are 
largely  devoted  to  walleye  because  of 
angler  preference.  Walleye  were  first 
introduced  into  the  reservoir  in  1951,  with 
no  subsequent  plants  until  1977.  The 
overall  reservoir  walleye  fishery  suffered 

the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s  due  to  a 
decline  in  forage  fish  abundance  and  a 
general  lack  of  natural  reproduction. 

Continuing  management  efforts  to 
enhance  the  walleye  fishery  have  been 
extremely  successful.  These  efforts  have 
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involved  cooperation  and  participation 
among  local  sportsmen,  Walleyes 
Unlimited,  and  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Spottail  shiners  and  cisco  were  introduced 
to  establish  an  abundant  forage  fish 
supply  that  was  less  influenced  on  water 
level  fluctuations. 


Reconstruction  and  expansion  of  the 
Miles  City  Hatchery  at  a cost  of  about  $5 
million  also  has  increased  the  depart- 
ment’s walleye  hatching  and  rearing 
capabilities.  Further,  several  rearing 
ponds  adjacent  to  the  reservoir  have  been 
developed  for  walleye  fingerling 
production. 

Thanks  to  the  success  of  recent 
management  efforts,  good  walleye  fishing 
is  now  found  throughout  the  reservoir. 
Growth  rates  are  excellent  and  walleye  in 
the  3-  to  5-pound  class  are  common.  This 
walleye  fishery  is  receiving  considerable 
nationwide  publicity  and  has  achieved  a 
high  ranking  among  fishermen  from  all 
geographic  areas.  In  short,  the  future  for 
walleye  fishing  in  the  reservoir  appears 
outstanding. 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir  does  not  provide 
suitable  spawning  habitat  to  sustain  the 


present  walleye  population.  As  a result, 
the  fishery  relies  on  supplemental 
stocking.  To  accomplish  stocking,  fishery 
crews  have  been  collecting  approximately 
30  million  walleye  eggs  annually  in  the  Big 
Dry  Arm  area  of  the  reservoir.  These  eggs 
are  transferred  to  the  Miles  City  Hatchery 
for  hatching  and  rearing.  In  1990, 
approximately  835,000  walleye  fingerlings 
and  10  million  fry  were  stocked.  Studies 
also  are  being  conducted  to  evaluate 
planting  of  fingerlings  as  opposed  to  fry. 
Observations  to  date  indicate  fingerling 
plants  achieve  better  success;  thus,  annual 
stockings  of  1.5  million  fingerlings  are 
planned. 

To  facilitate  walleye  egg-taking  work,  a 
new  spawning  station  was  constructed  at 
Nelson  Creek  Bay  on  the  reservoir’s  Big 
Dry  Arm.  This  was  made  possible  by 
funding  from  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Additional  funding  to  complete  the 
facility  was  provided  through  revenues 
received  from  the  Jordan/Hell  Creek  and 
Governor’s  Cup  walleye  tournaments.  The 
new  spawning  facility  will  improve  egg 
collection  by  affording  better  working 

(continued  on  page  2) 
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conditions  during  unpredictable  spring 
weather  when  walleye  spawn  and  increase 
egg  collection  success  by  providing 
controlled  temperatures  for  greater  egg 
yield. 

Other  Species 

Walleye  are  not  the  only  game  fish 
sustained  by  the  reservoir’s  abundant 
cisco  population.  Lake  trout,  which  were 
first  introduced  to  Fort  Peck  in  the  mid- 
1950s.  have  probably  benefitted  most  from 
this  new  food  source.  Shortly  after  the 
introduction  of  cisco,  average  weight  and 
overall  health  of  lake  trout  have  improved 
steadily.  Average  weight,  which  in  1985 
was  3.5  pounds,  now  exceeds  7 pounds. 

Due  to  natural  reproduction  that  appeared 
to  increase  the  population  during  the 
1970s,  lake  trout  fishing  has  become  a 
passion  with  fishermen  in  recent  years. 
Because  of  the  extended  drought  and 
record  low  reservoir  levels,  several 
hundred  thousand  lake  trout  eggs  were 
collected  in  the  fall  of  1990  to  augment  the 
fishery  in  the  future. 


Jean  Hankins  with  her  record  Chinook, 


Sept.  2, 1990. 

The  chinook  salmon  is  another 
predator  that  appears  to  have  done  well 
feasting  on  cisco.  Average  size  and 
condition  has  constantly  increased  since 
the  species’  introduction  in  1983.  In  fact, 
growth  documented  in  the  late  1980s  can 
plainly  be  attributed  to  cisco.  The  average 
weight  of  all  chinook  salmon  creeled  last 
fall  was  14  pounds.  The  largest  salmon, 
caught  off  the  face  of  Fort  Peck  Dam, 
weighed-in  at  26.23  pounds,  the  new  state 
record  (see  insert  with  Montana’s  fish 
records).  Chinook  do  not  reproduce 


naturally  in  the  reservoir,  so  stocking  is 
necessary  annually  to  maintain  the 
population.  Initially,  plants  of  chinook 
salmon  were  very  meager  to  prevent 
undue  pressure  on  the  reservoir’s 
developing  cisco  population.  However,  as 
this  new  forage  base  swelled,  greater 
numbers  of  salmon  were  stocked,  resulting 
in  good  catches  in  1989  and  1990. 

Thus  far,  management  of  chinook 
salmon  has  achieved  the  goal  of  providing 
diversity  and  a trophy  fishery  to  the 
angler.  The  department  hopes  to  maintain 
this  fishery  in  the  coming  years,  but 
acquiring  disease-free  eggs  will  be  a 
continual  challenge. 

Smallmouth  bass,  first  introduced  into 
Fort  Peck  in  1981,  are  another  game  fish 
species  which  continues  to  show  promise 


for  improving  the  reservoir’s  sport  fishery. 
Successful  natural  reproduction  has  mad' 
the  smallmouth  bass  the  most  common 
game  fish  observed  during  annual  fall 
seining.  Interest  of  anglers  appears  to  be 
growing  with  time,  as  catches  of 
smallmouth  occur  more  frequently 
throughout  the  reservoir.  The  average 
weight  of  smallmouths  taken  by  anglers  is 
two  to  three  pounds.  The  current 
Montana  state  record,  taken  from  the 
reservoir  in  1990,  weighed  6.09  pounds 
(see  insert  with  Montana’s  fish  records). 

During  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s, 
rising  water  levels  inundated  vegetation 
and  produced  an  outstanding  fishery  for 
northern  pike,  crappie,  and  yellow 
perch.  No  northern  pike  were  found  in 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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5 
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Fort  Peck 

0 
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20 
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6 
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Glasgow 

37 

Glasgow 

37 
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Engineers 

7 

Slippery  Ann 
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• 
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Lewistown 

70 

Lewistown 

70 

U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service 

8 

James  Kipp 

• 

Lewistown 

64 
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64 
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9 

Devils  Creek 
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45 

Jordan 

45 
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Engineers 

10 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

Jordan 

26 

Jordan 

26 

Montana  Fish 
and  Game 

11 

Rock  Creek 

• 

Fort  Peck 

32 

Glasgow 

52 

Montana  Fish 
and  Game 

12 

Bear  Creek 

• 

Fort  Peck 

15 

Glasgow 

35 

Corps  of 
Engineers 
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A FIELD  GUIDE 
TO  MONTANA 
FISHES 


A FIELD  GUIDE  TO  MONTANA  FISHES,  by  George  D.  Holton,  illustrated  by  Glenn  West  and  Harold  (Rich)  Stevenson,  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620;  1990, 103  pages,  soft  cover,  $9.95  (plus  $1.50 
shipping). 


Jk  s author  George  D.  Holton  says  in  the  preface,  this  field  guide  is  intended  to  provide  a concise,  easily  understood  handbook  for 
*\identifying  Montana  fishes.  As  such,  it  should  be  a useful  reference  for  fishermen,  biologists,  students,  naturalists  — in  short, 
anyone  interested  in  Montana’s  wild  creatures. 


The  book  consists  of  a simple  visual  key  to  fish  families  arranged  by  type  and  position  of  fins  on  the  back.  Within  families,  look-alike 
fishes  are  grouped  for  easy  comparison.  Color  paintings  of  30  Montana  game  and  sport  fishes  aid  in  identification,  as  do  black  and  white 
illustrations  of  other  species.  Distinguishing  features  for  each  fish  are  prominently  displayed,  and  habitat  characteristics  and  distribution 
maps  are  included. 

Other  useful  information  includes  Montana  fishing  records,  answers  to  commonly  asked  questions,  scientific  names  of  fishes  and  a 
glossary.  The  beauty  of  this  book  is  that  it  is  complete  and  scientifically  accurate,  yet  easy  to  use.  The  pages  are  printed  on  durable  paper 
and  saddle-stitched  (stapled  on  the  center  fold)  so  that  it  can  be  opened  flat  without  breaking  the  binding. 

George  Holton  was  chief  fisheries  biologist  and  assistant  administrator  of  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks’  Fisheries 
Division  for  30  years.  He  says  the  book  is  an  assemblage  of  clues  for  fish  identification  compiled  from  many  sources,  augmented  by  his 
own  observations  as  well  as  suggestions  from  numerous  fisheries  biologists.  Holton,  who  retired  in  1987,  began  the  project  as  a 
department  employee  and  completed  it  as  a department  volunteer. 

This  book  is  highly  recommended  for  anyone  interested  in  Montana  fishes. 


How  To  Have  A Fish  Declared  A State  Record 


he  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  administers  the  record  fish 
having  a fish  declared  a state  record: 


program.  There  are  three  requirements  for 


1.  It  must  be  legally  caught  in  Montana. 

2.  It  should  be  weighed  before  witnesses  on  a government-inspected  scale  such  as  those  found  in  most  grocery  stores  and  the 
weight  should  be  certified  by  a Department  employee.  If  a Department  employee  is  not  present,  an  affidavit  from  the  store 
will  suffice.  The  length  of  the  fish  — measured  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  farthest  tip  of  the  tail  fin  — is  also  desirable 
information.  It,  too,  should  be  certified  by  a Department  employee  or  other  witness. 

3.  Identification  must  be  verified  by  a qualified  person,  preferably  a Department  employee.  For  some  species,  a good 
photograph  will  suffice. 


Give  the  information  to  a Department  employee  or  send  it  to  the  Conservation  Education  Division,  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620,  phone  444-2535. 


<^for|taqa  *Departrrjerit  of 
j tFisti,‘Wildtife  C8L  ‘PartQ 


Fishing  Records  for  Montana 


SPECIES 

WEIGHT 

ANGLER 

YEAR 

LOCATION 

(lbs.) 

(ozs.) 

Arctic  grayling 

2 

10  1/2 

Steve  Houser 

1986 

Hyalite  Reservoir 

Bigmouth  buffalo 

32 

6 

Gary  Lundman 

1979 

Missouri  River 

(Slippery  Ann  Game  Station) 

Black  bullhead 

1 

11 

Mike  Mitchell 

1977 

Horse  Creek  (McCone  Co.) 

Black  crappie 

3 

2 

A1  Elser 

1973 

Tongue  River  Reservoir 

Blue  sucker 

11.46 

Doug  Askin 

1989 

Yellowstone  River  (near  Miles  City) 

Bluegill 

2.64 

Brent  Fladmo 

1983 

Peterson’s  Stock  Dam 

Brook  trout 

9 

1 

John  Cook 

1940 

Lower  Two  Medicine  Lake 

Brown  trout 

29 

0 

E.  H.  “Peck”  Bacon 

1966 

Wade  Lake 

Bull  trout 

25 

10 

James  Hyer 

1916 

unknown 

Burbot  (ling) 

17.08 

Jeff  Iwen 

1989 

Missouri  River  (near  Wolf  Point) 

Carp 

38 

8 

Don  Bagley 

1986 

Eyraud  Lakes 

Channel  catfish 

25.89 

Gordon  Wentworth 

1984 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Tom  Hilderman  (tie) 

1988 

Chinook* 

26.23 

Jean  Hankins 

1990 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Cisco* 

1.46 

Jim  Liebelt 

1990 

Dredge  Cut  Trout  Ponds 
Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Coho  salmon 

4 

14 

Irven  Stohl 

1973 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Cutthroat  trout 

16 

William  Sands 

1955 

Red  Eagle  Lake 

Freshwater  drum 

20 

7 

Richard  Lee 

1987 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Golden  trout 

4 

8 

Tom  McGillvray 

1989 

Lightning  Lake 

Goldeye 

2 

14  1/2 

Vance  Kielb 

1989 

Irrigation  Canal  (West  of  Malta) 

Kokanee  (salmon) 

5 

15 

Forrest  Johnson 

1976 

Pishkun  Reservoir 

Lake  trout 

42 

0 

Dave  Larson 

1979 

Flathead  Lake  (East  Shore) 

Lake  whitefish 

10 

0 

Ruby  Mutch 

1986 

Lower  St.  Mary  Lake 

Largemouth  bass 

8 

2 1/2 

Juanita  Fanning 

1984 

Milnor  Lake 

Longnose  sucker 

3.27 

Ray  Quigley 

1988 

Marias  River 

Mountain  whitefish 

5 

1 1/2 

Mervin  Fenimore 

1987 

Kootenai  River 

Northern  pike 

37 

8 

Lance  Moyler 

1972 

Tongue  River  Reservoir 

Northern  squawfish 

7.25 

Loyal  Herreid 

1987 

Lower  Flathead  River 

Paddlefish 

142 

8 

Larry  Branstetter 

1973 

Missouri  River 

Pallid  sturgeon 

60 

0 

Gene  Sattler 

1979 

Yellowstone  River 

Pumpkinseed 

0.95 

Tim  Colver 

1985 

Milnor  Lake 

Pygmy  whitefish 

0.16 

Orlin  Iverson 

1982 

Ashley  Lake 

Rainbow  trout 

21.45 

Jim  Aklestad 

1989 

Private  Pond  NW  of  Vaughn 

Rainbow-cutthroat  hybrid 

30 

4 

Pat  Kelly 

1982 

Ashley  Lake 

Rock  bass 

0.57 

Don  Holzheimer 

1989 

Tongue  River  Reservoir 

Sauger 

7.57 

James  Jessen 

1990 

Yellowstone  River 

Shorthead  redhorse  sucker 

4.68 

Ray  Quigley 

1985 

Marias  River  near  Loma 

Shortnose  gar 

3 

1 

John  Johnson 

1977 

Fort  Peck  Dredge  Cuts 

Shovelnose  sturgeon 

13.72 

Sidney  Storm 

1986 

Missouri  River 

Smallmouth  bass* 

6.09 

Terry  Druyvestein 

1990 

Fort  Peck  Reservoir 

Smallmouth  buffalo 

10 

4 

Ron  Skirvin 

1989 

Fort  Peck  Dredge  Cuts 

Stonecat 

0.42 

Robert  Garwood 

1985 

Milk  River  at  Havre 

Tiger  muskellunge** 

7.70 

Richard  Roberts 

1990 

Ruhr  Reservoir 

Utah  chub 

1.43 

M.  Steve  Kovatch 

1986 

Canyon  Ferry  Reservoir 

Walleye 

14 

14 

Duane  Leidholt 

1989 

Yellowstone  River  (near  Miles  City) 

White  bass 

1 

2 

Ludwig  Dubbe 

1986 

Fort  Peck  Dredge  Cuts 

White  crappie* 

2 

6 

Greg  Johnston 

1990 

Tongue  River  Reservoir 

White  sturgeon 

96 

0 

Herb  Stout 

1968 

Kootenai  River 

White  sucker 

5 

5 1/3 

Fred  Perry 

1983 

Nelson  Reservoir 

Yellow  bullhead 

0.72 

Wade  Fredenberg 

1987 

Yellowstone  River 

Yellow  perch 

2.37 

Vernon  Schmid 

1988 

Ashley  Lake 

* New  Montana  Records  for  1990 

**  New  to  Montana’s  Record  List 
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the  early  history  of  the  reservoir.  Initial 
stocking  occurred  in  1951  which  provided 
the  broodstock  needed  to  take  advantage 
of  good  spawning  conditions  and 
abundant  forage  fish  associated  with  high 
water  levels.  Management  efforts  to 
maintain  this  high  quality  fishery  were 
continued  through  additional  stocking. 
However,  these  efforts  were  not  successful 
due  to  reservoir  operations. 

The  northern  pike  population  is 
presently  low,  due  to  poor  natural 
reproduction  over  the  past  20-25  years. 
With  the  recent  drought,  however,  the 
stage  has  been  set  to  provide  northerns 
with  suitable  spawning  habitat  as  lake 
levels  rise.  Because  anglers  still  enjoy 
northern  pike  fishing  and  occasionally 
catch  “lunkers”  present  management 
plans  call  for  continued  stocking  on  a 
limited  basis. 


A Look  to  the  Future 

In  spite  of  the  excellent  reputation  of 
Fort  Peck’s  fishery,  recreationists  have 
generally  been  disappointed  by  lack  of 
good  access  to  the  reservoir.  This  problem 
was  recently  addressed  by  the  completion 
\ of  a three-year  project  to  upgrade  existing 
access  roads.  The  Wallop-Breaux 
Amendment  to  the  Bingell-Johnson  Act 
provided  “seed”  money  for  this  project.  A 
joint  effort  among  five  counties,  the  Corps 
of  Engineers,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
and  FW&P  improved  access  and  boat 
ramp  facilities. 

Five  existing  access  roads  were  recently 
upgraded  to  all-weather  status:  32  miles  at 
Crooked  Creek,  25  miles  at  Hell  Creek,  7 
miles  at  Rock  Creek,  12  miles  at 
Fourchette  Bay  and  11.5  miles  at  the 
Pines.  In  addition,  a new  boat  ramp, 
parking  area,  latrine  and  graveled  road 
were  constructed  at  Duck  Creek.  The 
Corps  of  Engineers  extended,  or  relocated, 
six  existing  boat  ramps  due  to  receding 
reservoir  levels.  The  concerted  efforts  by 
county,  state  and  federal  agencies  have 
made  public  access  to  this  incredible 
resource  the  best  its  ever  been. 


In  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  fishing 
public,  FW&P  is  preparing  a Five-Year 
Fisheries  Management  Plan  for  Fort  Peck 
Reservoir.  The  first  phase  of  the  plan, 
during  which  the  public  was  asked  to  help 
)the  department  identify  important  issues, 
was  finished  in  December  1990.  The  final 
management  plan,  scheduled  to  be 
completed  in  November  1991,  will  provide 
goals  and  strategies  for  management  of 
the  fishery  through  1996. 


DFWP  Legislative 

Proposals 

for  1991  Session 


^■rhe  1991  Session  of  the  Montana 
^^Legislature  convened  on  Monday, 
January  7, 1991.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  legislation  the  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  will  propose  to 
the  1991  session: 

• A general  license  fee  increase. 

• Authority  to  raffle  one  license  each 
for  bighorn  sheep,  moose,  mountain 
goat  and  elk  and  to  issue  one  elk 
license  through  a competitive 
auction. 

• A simplification  of  the  employee 
grievance  process  by  eliminating 
appeals  to  the  Board  of  Personnel 
Appeals. 

• Authorization  for  Montana’s 
participation  in  the  Interstate 
Wildlife  Violator  Compact  with 
neighboring  states,  which  would  allow 
us  to  more  effectively  and  fairly  deal 
with  non-resident  and  resident 
violators  of  fish  and  wildlife  statutes 
and  regulations. 

• Authority  to  auction  S&W  model  66 
revolvers  when  the  Department 
replaces  sidearms  wardens  currently 
use. 

• Authority  for  qualified  Parks 
Division  employees  to  enforce  Park 
public  use  regulations. 


• A change  in  the  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  name  to  the  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  Commission. 

• Two  bills  clarifying  and 
strengthening  Fish  and  Game 
criminal  statutes.  One  bill  would 
reinstate  a felony  prohibition  for 
trafficking  in  wildlife  parts  and  the 
other  bill  would  correct  a number  of 
deficiencies  in  our  fish  and  game 
misdemeanor  statutes. 

• Authority  for  the  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  to  set  hunting,  fishing 
and  land  use  regulations  biannually. 

• Authority  for  the  Department  to 
retain  interest  earnings  on  license 
sales  cash  balances. 

• An  increase  in  license  agents’ 
commissions  from  the  present  $.30 
per  license  to  $.40  in  1992  and  $.50 
thereafter. 

• Modification  of  the  present  statutes 
requiring  deposit  of  receipts  on  a 
daily  basis  to  allow  deposits  of  special 
licensing  fees  and  parks  fees  within  a 
reasonable  time  after  their  receipt. 

Additional  details  are  available  from 
Regional  Supervisors,  Division 
Administrators  and  the  Department’s 
Legal  Unit.  See  the  regional  map  below  for 
addresses  and  phone  numbers. 


New  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  Commissioners 
Include  Group’s  First  Woman 


LASGOW  attorney  James  D.  Rector  and  Sweetgrass  County  Commissioner  Elaine  K.  Allestad  were  appointed  January  1, 1991 
to  the  state  Fish  and  Wildlife  & Parks  Commission. 


Allestad  is  the  first  woman  ever  named  to  the  Commission. 


She  and  Rector  took  office  in  January,  replacing  Robert  Jensen  of  Circle  and  Bill  Howell  of  West  Yellowstone.  The  five-member 
Commission  governs  hunting,  fishing  and  state  parks  in  Montana. 

In  announcing  the  appointments,  Gov.  Stan  Stephens  praised  the  work  of  Jensen  and  Howell.  He  said  Jensen,  the  McCone  County 
sheriff,  has  provided  ideas  for  improving  enforcement  of  fish  and  game  laws,  and  Howell  has  been  a strong  advocate  for  recreationists. 

Rector,  45,  is  chairman  of  a committee  of  the  newly  formed  Valley  County  Sportsmen  Club  and  has  been  active  in  the  local  chapter  of 
Walleyes  Unlimited  and  Ducks  Unlimited. 

Allestad,  40,  has  been  a county  commissioner  since  1985  when  she  was  appointed  to  the  post.  She  was  elected  to  a six-year  term  in  1987 
and  she  and  her  husband  operate  a sheep  ranch  near  Big  Timber. 


If  you  would  like  to  share  your  views  or  offer  suggestions,  please  send  them  to  us  at  FISH  LINE,  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks,  Fisheries  Division,  1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620. 


Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks. 
Commissioners 
Errol  T.  Galt,  Chairman 
Gregory  D.  Barkus 
William  G.  Stratton 
James  D.  Rector 
Elaine  K.  Allestad 

Department  of  Fish, 

Wildlife  & Parks 

K.  L.  Cool,  Director 

Pat  Graham,  Deputy  Director 

A1  Elser,  Deputy  Director 

Larry  Peterman , Administrator 

Fisheries  Division 

Margie  Peterson,  Editor 


Calendar  of  Events  February  - March  1991 


February  6-8, 1991 

February  8, 1991 

March  1, 1991 
March  2, 1991 

March  2, 1991 

March  7, 1991 


Montana  Chapter  American  Fisheries  Society  Meeting, 
Missoula  Negotiations  Seminar 

Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  Commission  Meeting,  Helena 
Lease  renewals  with  state  lands 

NEW  FISHING  LICENSE  REQUIRED  FOR  1991! 

Statewide  big  game  hearing,  Helena 
Jorgensons  Holiday  Motel 

Walleye/Trout  Seminar,  Helena 
Carroll  College  Commons 

Fish  Wildlife  & Parks  Commission  Meeting,  Helena 
Final  dates  for  next  year’s  big  game,  fall  upland  bird, 
falconry  and  dove  seasons  and  annual  regulations. 

Final  black  bear  quotas. 
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